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of the tuſt cauſes of his 
Majeſties proceeding againſt thoſe Mi- 


wiſters, uvho are nouvv lying in Priſon, 
attainted of high Treaſon. 


=A $ his Majcſties fatherlie care hath e- 
Z-X uer bene ſo great towards his people 
Wand louing Subjes, as hehath nor 


Zoaely bene carefull ro gouerne them 


SPco the true and right information of 
their mindes as touching all his publique Actions and 
proceedings: So for this purpoſe hath cuer from time to 
time by publique Declaration and Proclamation inter- 
pretedandexplained to all his louing Subjects his true 


Intention and ſinceritie of his meaning,that thereby his 


ſubje&s knowledge of his wil,and ofthe grounds mouing 
him there-vnto, being joyned to their duerifulland natu- 
rall inclinationof obedience, a reuerent loue together 
with 2 feare to offend, might be continually encreaſed and 
nouriſhed in their harts, their obedience not proceeding 
of a naked feare, but froma feare mixed and ſtrengthned 
with louc for goodreafons, and founded vpon a good 
conſcience and cleareknowledgeof thetrueth. 

And as this h!s Majeſties fatherly care hath euer ſince 
his majoritie of yeerss moſt clearly appeared 1n all the 
points ofhis Highnes gouernement in this hiskingdome 
of Scotland : So now vpon that late occaſion ofthe re- 


bclious and traiterous misbehauiour of fome particular 
A. 4 Mt 


425 6 2b 2 alt 
OC STS Ade Th IG”. : 
= WW > ” PI £ A bp bl 
[x WS = oo 
- Ces Pe 3h SEALS. was : 
Le Ie = = I0nLs INTER 


ADECLARATION 


_ > s 7 
RS CELLS. 2 2 AE I a b- = 
: OOF rd pt te E- 2p 
fo | - $5 "=46"M 3 
; 4 % Fl 4 
SS & F'3 
: Y : 
- 
' > oi! 
- 


- 
» 


pov acks TOSS 04 48 
&* av as FI” 08 AS - 


We 
” 
F5 

- 


n </ 


OF THE IVST CAVSES OF HIs 


Majefties proceeding againſt thoſe Mi = JF 
nifters, vuho are novv lying in Priſon, | A = 
attainted of high Treaſon. /v +, / 426 


hs Set forth by his Maieſties Counſel of his 
King gdome of Scotland, 
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of the iuſt cauſes of his 
Majeſties proceeding againſt thoſe Mi- 


wifters, vuvho are nouv lying in Priſon, 


attainted of high Treaſon. 


>A $ his Majeſties fatherlie care hath e- 
uer bene ſo great towards his people 
4 andlouing Subjes, as hehathnor 
= oncly bene carefull ro gouerne them 
SS by juſt and equitable Lawes, bur like- 
QY wiſe hath cuer hada ſpeciallreſpet 
YSD SJ the truc and right information of 
their mindes as touching all his publique Actions and 
proceedings: So for this purpoſe hath cuer from time to 
time by publique Declaration and Proclamation inter- 
pretedandexplained to all his louing Subjects his true 
intention and ſinceritic of his meaning,that thereby his 
ſubje&s knowledge of his wil,and of the grounds moving 
him there-vnto, being joyned to their duerifull and natu- 
rall inclination of obedience, a reuecrent Joue together 
with a feare to offend, might be continuallyencreaſed and 
nouriſhed in their harts, their obedience not proceeding 
of a naked feare, but froma feare mixedand ſtrengthned 
with loue for good reaſons, and founded vpon a good 
conſcience and cleareknowledgeof thetrueth. 

And as this his Majeſties fatherly care hath euer ſince 
his majoritie of yeeres moſt clearly appeared 1n all the 
points ofhis Highnes gouernement in this hiskingdome 
of Scotland : Sonow vpon that late occafion ofthe re- 


bcliious and traiterous misbehauiour of ſome particular 
A 2 #"* 


ters within this kingdome, his, Mateſtie continuing 
ormer loving cuſtome towards his Subjects, hath 
>yht convenient to ſect out this preſent declaration for 
isfaction of his Highneſle ſubieAts of all rankes, con- 
terning his Maicſties courſe and proceedings .inthis caſe. 
— Andbecaule he hath iuſt reaſon to conceive , that it 
ny of whatſocuer eſtate or degree of his Maieſties Sub- 
ts be ſovndutifull, as ro have any ſcruple ofthe Iuſtice 
ndneccſiitic of his Highnes procecdings herein,itdoth. 
anelyproceede of ignorance or miſtaking the truth of his 
Jighnes actions, His Mateſtie is therefore mooued to 
linke thatthere can be no ſo good and {ure way for true 
formation of all his ſubie&s, as toſet down vnto them 
zetrue ſtate of the queſtion, together with all that hath 
lowed andriſen there-vpon, The miſtaking whereof 
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wx 
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ow 


"(his Maicſtie doth aſſure bimſelſc)is the only cauſe from 
henceallſcruples in ſome mens harts ( ifanybe) doe 
pring andproceed. | 

> His Maieſtic for the three or foure laſt yeeres together 
efore his departure out of this kingdome, being caricd 
th a moſt ardentzeale and carneſt affetion to the ad- 
ncement of Gods gloric& eſtabliſhing of the religion 
refentlyprofeſt,neuer ſpared toyndergo inhis own moſt 
*Royall and ſacred Perſon almoſt intolerable pains and fa- 
thery forpreuenting of all diſorders & corruptions which. 
ept into the Church, and tor ſetting down and eſtabli- 
ivg ſuch aſolide and comely forme of goucrnment as 
ightbe able to prelerue the purity of our Profeflion,and 
rocuretheeſtablithing of a ſolide peace and quyetnesin 
e Church, And for that cauſe he was cuerpreſentat all 
xe frequent meetings and Aſſemblics ofthe Miniſtrie in 
iskingdome,. And ithis Maicſties affaires and other ins 


ident occaſions had becne ſuch as hecouldnot beableto. 
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keepe the appointedplace and dyet to the which he had 


called the Aſlembl)y,his Highneſle did euer carefully pro- 
rogate and continue It to ſuch other time and place as 
his leaſure mi girt permit him to be preſent at the ſaid me- 


ting, Andas his Maieſtie by thoſe his trauels hadalready 


putthis our Church ina good beginning and forwardnes 
of a g90d order and frame: So he no way doubreth,bur if 
he had made any longer ſtay amongſt vs,he would with 
Gods alliſtance haue broght itby this time to a reaſonable 
andexpected perfection, Butſuch is the malitious enuy of 


_ theeuil diſpoſed ſort, grudging atthe progres of any good 


matter, that ſome of thoſe Miniſters who cuer had beene 
hinderers and croſlers of that good worke as far as they 
durſt euen in his Maieſties own preſence,conceiting with 
themſclues, thatnow in his Highneſle abſence from this 
Countrey(with whom they ſuppoſedal memory &regard 
both of Church &Common-wealth had bene altogether 
torgorten and neglected; and that by reaſon of the aſhgn- 
meat of a day ia the month of [uly lait paſt, for keeping 
of an Aſſembly (berwixt the appointment whereof and 
the tyme it ſclte, interueened thar moſt happie and neceſ- 
farie cauſe of his Highneſle going into England ) they 
thoght a veric fit occaſion was offered to them for proſe- 


qumion of cheir intentions, Andtherefore they endeuored- 


tothe vetermoſt of their power, toreuerſe and overthrow 
al thoſe good orders & godly conſtitutions formerly con- 
cluded forkeeping of good order in their Church, And 
partly by ſecret ſuggeſtion of falſe calumniestothe imple. 
and ignorant,and by plotting and combination with thoſe 
of moreturbuleat ſpirits, who knowing that their owne 
inhabilitie would impeede them to be any way prefer- 
red,made choiſe with the. Camel! co drinke in muddy wa- 
tcr,and by perturbing of matters rather.co overthrow all 

g00d: 


—poodorder,then that by ſetling of the Church-gouerne- 
—ment,the vertues of others, andcheir vyces and imperfe- 
ions ſhould beclearly diſcouered and diſtinguiſhed, 

——  Thereforeto allure themſelues the better of the com- 


no meane vnaſlaycd to preoccupy mens opinions, to an« 
——ricipate their votes, and to make vp a (trong fation a- 
—painſtthe meeting ofrhat Aſſembly,thereby tullic inten- 
ding to bring the eſtate of this Church to a moſt evident 
-contuſion and diſorder, 

'Vpon ſoine notice of the which miſcheuous plots and 


a 
4 


from that furure meeting of Aſſembly, and the neere ap- 
——proching of the time appointed for keeping thereof were 
embraced by thoſe turbulent ſpirites as fir opportunities 
ind good occaſions offered vnto themſo to ouer-rule that 
atter by thus preparing and packing vp of votes before 


nd,that howſocuer the better forr ſhould oppoſe them- 


re ofthis Church without any rule atall: And there- 
ore his moſt Excellent Maieſtic continuing in that fa- 
therly care which he ever caricd tothis Church andRe. 
me, by his Highneſfſe Letcer ſigned with his own hand, 


-direftedtothe Commiſſioners of the generall Aſſembly, 
tenified vato them his ſpeciall pleaſure and will, That 


at mecting and aſſembly appointed to have beene the 
fecond of luly now laſt paſt,thould be deſerted ; andthat 
no new Indiction ſhould be made eytherof day or place 

vithour his Maicſties conſenc, And thereafter he defired 


——andmoſtreligious ofthe Muaiſtry ſhould repaire towards 
his Maicſtic with all conuenient ſpeed, rhat his Highnes 
-withtheiraduice might not onely reſolue ypon all fuch 
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Mag ofthis their deſſcigne,they ſpared notyme,norleft 


Machiations, his Maicſtic conſidering,that his abſence 


ues there-vato, yet they ſhould be ſure to make the e- 


hat ſome ofthe Biſhops, and alſo ſome ofthe beſt,wiſeſt, 


grounds 


gronnds as were fitteſt and moſt expedient forthe ſetlivg 
of the Peace ofthe Church,but might alſo appoint ſoine 
fit and convenieat day andplace forholding ofanew Af- 
ſembly, Vponthe receipt of the which Leter, the ſaid 
Commiſſioners of the Aſſembly, by theic Mifſiues dire- 
Qed vnto all the Presbyteries of the kingdome, certified 
them of his Maicſtiespleaſure and will, concerningthe 
deſcrting of that meeting; Willing them that they ſhould 
not in any caſe {end their Commiſſioners to keep that day 
formerlie appointed,. and now by his Maieſtics warrant 
deſerted, but that they ſhould expect the appointing of a 
new day andplace for keeping of an Aſſembly. Butlo far 
were ſome ofthe Miniſtrie from making any accompt of 
his Maicſtics directions (athing moſt deteſtable in amie 
Subict, much more in anie of the Miniſtric, whoſe do- 
Qtrine,life and whole ations ought to be Lanterns to 0+ 
thers of all duetifull obedience to their Prince) as by the 
contrarie 1a plaine contempt thereof, moſt ſeditioullic 
they conuened ate berdere, And being guiltie tro themlel - 
ues of their owne inhabilitie, vaworthineſfle, and {mall 
giftes,conioyned with a bad inclination, they being in 
deſpaire that in doing good they ſkould ever become 
memorable,and overruled witha burning deſire of vaine 
lory,refolued by ouerthrowing the gouernement of this 
nd by inducing all diſorder thereinto, to make 
themſclues(atlleaſt for their euill)famous with that ſome. 
time burnerof the Temple at Epheſme, And howſocuer 
the aduertiſment of his Maieſties pleaſure atd wil for the 

deſerting of the ſaid Aſſembly ientby the Commiſſio- 
ners, was duetifully reſaued and willingly obeyed by the 
whole Presbyteries almoſt of this kingdome : Yetſome 
few Miniſters(not exceeding the nomber ofeighreeneor 
nineteene perſons at moſt, over-ruling the reſt of their 
poore 


© poorebrethrenoftheir eightor nine ſcueral Presbyterics, 
—— ouer whom, by reaſon of their ſaid brechrens (tmplicitic, 
and their own crafcinefle, they had got 1atime paſt verie 
> much aduantage,and had them ina manner tyed to their 
*—girdlestoconſencto any thing whatſocuer)fo broghr it to 
7 _ paſleas by their procuremenc,the declaration of his Ma- 
— Jjelties pleaſure was contemned,and they themſelues cho- 
— ſen Commilſſioners to that meeting which by his High- 
— nefſecommandement was deſerted, 
> Andwe of his Maiefties Coualel fearing thatthe pre- 
ſumption of thoſe few(howſocuer in words profeſling,yet | 
 intheirdeeds directly impugning his Matelties authoricy 
> Royal,vndera coloured pretext of their zeale to Religion, 
> which alas is now moſtdeteſtably abuſed as an ordinarie 
= couer andexculefor cuery treaſon & treſpas)thus conue- 
ning without regard of his Mateſties comand madeto the 
—contary, might be a dangerous preparatiue to the whole 
—Eſtare,conſidering that thoſe who ſhould be theteachers 
of others, werenow becomethe onely violators of their 0- 
—bedience totheir moſt gratious & religious Souereigne: 
= Therefore we directed S, Alexander Strayron of Lavurenſton 
—— Knigheto the ſaid Broughot 4berdene, with ſpecial warrant 
— andcommaundementco prohibite anddiſchargethat few 
= numberof Miniſters from conuening at alz& alſo by a ſpe- 
—— clalMiſſiuewrittenyntothem,werelignified his Majeſties 
pleaſure concerning the deſerting of that dyet, Notwith- 
-#tanding the publication of which charge atthe Market 
-Croſle of Aberdene the day before their mering,they being 
all in Towne;& ofthedeliuery of our Lerter,the nextday 
- therafter they being alconuened,were fo far from carying 
-anyreſpc&ttothe charge which was directed & executed 
2 his Maieſtics name,or tothe Miſſiueſentfcom vs,or to 
-#hebcarcrbeing his Maicfties commiſtioner.in _ af 


[ 
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0 
as the firſt being contemned direly, the Letter was ſu- 
perficially anſwered, and the bearer (whole preſence at 
all cheir doings was ordinarly moſt neceſſary) was neuer- 
theleſle at this time excluded foorth of dores all che time 
of their keeping that Aſſembly till the end thereof, 

 Aparticulac relation of all which circumltances be. 
ing faicthfullie made to his Maieſtic, his Highneſle tooke 
occaſion with his owne hand to pen aDeclaration,where- 
by not onely all pretext of excule or defence which may 
be pretended by theſe Miniſters 1sclearly refuted,but alſo 
their proud contempt and diſobedience is made ſo mani- 
feſt,as we doe fully aſſure our ſelues, no {cruple of doubt 
will remaine with any who is norperuertly preoccupyed 
to diſtruſt all veritie. 


F 


The Declaration we haue preſumed to inſert in this | 
place,as it came from his Maieſtic himſclfe, and is this, 
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© — this varuly handfull of Miniſters that made the fa- 
ſhionof keeping ofthis pretended Aſlembly, together with | 
their Aſloctats and Allowers,doeſo much bragge of the equity 
of their cauſe, and wilfully maintaine that the ers of their 
proceedings was moſt juſt and neceſlary, andif any errour was 
therein, it was onely in forme, which proceeded out of neceſtiry, 
inreſpeR ofthe vnlawtull reſtraint of their libertie, as they al- 
ledze:We hane heerefore thought good to ſet downe molt ſuc- 
cinAly and ſhortly the viue Anatomie of their ations, and true 
ate of their caulcto the intentthat power being joyned to rea- 
fon (as ever hath beene our conſtant forme of proceeding ) in 
all our gouernment, their nakednefle being cruely diſcoucred; 
the due puniſhment to be inflited vpon them, may the better 

B appcare 


ps 10: 

'earcin their owne collour as wel as their tranſ' greſſion, And 

erctorc v hereas they bragge of warrant of contcience, war< 

nt oflaw,the duc obtervation of their owne cuſtomes and li-- 

| bertie: —andtlic reſpec of the weale of the Church, as the true 
motir Ves of thits their vnruclic and ſc@tious contempt; The con- 


ERS 


IEES 


Fx "to icof all theſe ſhalt be made clearely to appcarc. 

T2 Ar d firſt for warrant of conſcience tor ther gcnerall Aſſcm- 
—Þlie,which they terme the Countcll of God, inthe whole oulde 
Teſta nent they will not claime ro-any warrant 'of-a general 

 Aſſcmblie Arai in the wholenewe Teſtament they can alledge 
= En: for general! Aſlemblics, bvt that conucntionot the 
Apoſtles at leruſalem mentbacd i in-the Actes of Apoſtles, 
3 deed was 2n vniuerſall counſcll of the whole Church, 
IR. no Oils liketoa particular Scots general Aſlembly and ther- 
"4 gy hey muſt leave the Scripture, and haverecourſcito the ex- 
ample ot che Primitue Church for warrant of particular Natio- 

T | ops To wluch warrant weare aſlured that they will 
bes hamcd to claime,in regard many rites and ceremonies, ſuch 
as Vellments,Croſfl ©& Confirmation, Wil betound inthe ſame 
| Prin Church, which they do.vttcrly abhor. And ſincethe 
 Empecrouss iS (how foone they, became © Priftiars) had the onely 
'n1do ubt davthority ther Per {ons of con venivg g Ecneral COU- 
els,wh 1 never was taken trom them while theVo pe aſcended 
= the ti ht of his abominationshow mnch letf{c ought that aus, 
th 0 oritie 0g toa Cliinilian Monarch t the atlemblingotf 
@ National Counſcl! ofhis one Subjedis, who lath far 2reater 
i. andjuſterdomimion over lus 6wne people, then any vlurping 
Um -rour conldclzime ouerthe face of the wholc earth, And it 
£7 they vl Lalleadge the new pureſt writers in our dates, profetiors 
” ofour Religion that by their Miftiue Letterboth to the Prince 
_ anditate otthe Church of Scotland. chey have withed the hold- 
2 | ingo of f frequent Ailemblics inthat Countrey)butalwaies by the 
- Ws fton)as a meanc wh ereby both dotrine and difct - 
Pun emightbe maintained without diftur bance,and much good 
there: el rocuredin the Church of God Fet thoſe very argu- 
ments of theirs doedeclare, that they onely perſwadent by way 
dfods ul iſe as athing S very conuenent, and did notſerit down as a 
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5, 
rule ofneceſiitie and an infallible law. ; IF 
Next as to the warrantot our law in that \inzdome, Ft is hicft 
to be generally obſerued that no priuiledge that any King giues 
to one particular body or itatc within che kingdome ot conue- 
ning and conſulting among themſelues, 1s to be vnderſtood to 
be Prizxrixe giuen vato them, and fo the King inereby depry- 
uing himſelfe of his owne power and prerogative , but onely 
to be giuen Cumulative vato them(as the Lawyers call it) with 
outany way detuding the ISing of his owne Power and Au- 
thoritie, As for aninſtance { which hath beene too frequent 
inall this I{le all thefe yeeres pa't, {awing che plealure of God) 
Euerie Bourgh Regail hath cir owne wines of publike mar« 
kets allowed vato them by the [.avw, and the Kings Priuledge: 
Bue when the plague napencd ia ay orthelc townes, did not we 
by proclamation diſcharge the hoiding of the market at that 
time for fearc of infeQtion, and yet thereby did no prejudice 
to their prinledges, neither did any of them ineptly murmure, 
much letle enter into that high contempt as to fay they wold 0- 
bey the Kings Lawes in-keeping their priuiledges, and not the 
particular reitraintthereot at that time tor neceilary cauſes. 
And as to-the nature of their particulare prunledge 1n hold- 
ing of Ailembltes,they haue in tis theirlatt pretended Afſlem- 
bly broken the limitations of that priwledge that 1s clearly ſer 
down inthe firftA& of the Parlizment,in the 92.ycere, whichis 
the lateit and cleareſt warrant for their Allembly. For there 1t is 
ſpecially prouided, That as we give them licence for holding of 
their Ailemblies once inthe yecre, or oiter as occaſion thall re+ 
uire,{which proues that al their power only proceeds trom ys) 
& mult jt not be conuened without our own preſence or the of 
our Comiſlioners,nor noday nor place fer down for the nextat 
ſcmbly bur by Our or our Coniſfioners appointmet,except we _ 
be not pleaſed neither to go in our own Perſon, ncither to ſend 
any for afliſting the ſaid Atkembly. And how thefe limitations 
haue bin obſerued by themat this time, let the world indge,hirit 
in not only refuling the preſeceof our Counitoner, but molt c6 
tcmtuoutly R injuriouſly barring the dore VDO! Pom: X SINE 
ſetting downe the dyctof the next Aſſembly, without either his 
B 2 pri- 


Gates ne ound 1h 
MF... 


Andas to the third point of their juſtifying theEſelues by the 
rrant of the conſtitutionand cuſtome of their owne Church, 

we would know what warrant they haue for holding of a new 
fembly without the preſence either of the Moderator of the 
ſt. or of the ordinary Clarke of the Aſlembly : The Clarke 
ſpecially at that inſtant being dwelling in that ſame town where 
they conueened. For their cuftome hath ever beene , that the 
> Moderator ſhould cal for al the Commiſſioners name by name, 
ld ſce their commiſſions from their Presbyterie, ſhold give 
m the lytes for cleftion ofa new Moderator,and make their 
mes ( the partics being remoued ). treely to be voted among 
mbut firtt of all the rite ought to preach vnto them, 
dout ofthe word of God tcach them their ducty at that meet- 
>. But as this their pretended Aflembly was keept in con- 
ppt of our Authoritie Royall : So had it (praiſed be God)no 
beginning atthe word of God, without the which order in theix 
oceeding,we would know what mightlet as many ſundryge- 
rall Aſlemblies to be conueened at one time in diverſe places 
that Countrey,as there areſeuecrall numbers of nincteene Nie 
ters throgh the Countrey: And ſothere ſhould be at one in- 
ntfarmoe generall Aftemblics in Scotland one againſt ano- 
er, then euer there was Popes in one time in our aducrſarie 
zrch. And ifthey would alledge that the (traitneſle of theſe 


e& accuſation of our tyranie,for which this anſwere way ſuf- 
iſe, That beſides our knowne {incerity in Religion and con- 
ant loue to do Juſtice to all our pcople : They canneuer al- 
Jgcthatthey did ſo much as to ſcnd a petition either to our 
te, orinreſpeR ofour abſence to ovr Coufell there, for per- 
ſton of this Allembly. For whereas they alledge that this 
y was contrnucd by vs and the Commiſſioners of the Church 
thourt affixing a new dyctz We thinke the leaſt they could 
-— haue done, had becne humbly to have craved the appointing 
——ofancew dyct, and paticntly to haue expected citherour an- 

—tere,or our Counſcls chere- vpon ratlicrthenby this their out 
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rageous contewpt to haue proclaimed either our vrjuſt perſe- 
cution otthem, or cl{c{whuchas the truth)their arrogant anu ie» 
ditious diſobedicnce, 2 

Andlaſtly, how carefullie they reſpeed the weale of their 
Church in this courſe,itis manifeſt to the world: Firlt,by need- 
leſterrritating againſt them their ancient, lawful, religious, and 
molt mercifull King , whereas they might haue come to tlicir 
owne end by their mylde behaviour and due obedience. And 
next by making as ncedleflea ſeparation betwixt all the reſt ot 
their learned, wile, graue & duentul brethren, and them, who tor 
their parts arc 1n this caſe according to their quality as tu: light- 
lied and diſgraced by them, as we are diſobeyed. And ithudlic, 
by bringing on a publike ſcandall heereby vpon their proic{fi- 
on,as rebcllious to ſo rel1g1ous and 1ſt a King, w hereby the ad- 
uerſarics of our Religion(who like roaring Lyons goe about to 
watch ſuch opportunities) may hill their new books and pam- 
phlets with ſuch ſcandalous memorials againſt our Religion, 
Andlaſtly,what charitic they haue by this their behauiour vſed 
towards their puritaine brethren in this Countrey , they them- 
{clues may calily geſlc, having by this their contempt done no- 
thing elſc, but animated and ſpurred vs to the ſtraiter animad- 
uerſfion and order taking with them leſt otherwiſe, as they are 
both fauorersof one Diſcipline, ſo they may ſome day by their 
example (if they had as great liberty) giue proofe of their like 
diſobcdicnce and contempt of our authoritie. 


Ow leauing it toeuery one to obſerne both the Pa- 
ticnce and Pietie ofa moſt puiſſant Prince: His Pa- 
ticnce, that afterſo great a contempt committed by ſo 
meane, baſc,and abicct perſons,who were neuer any way 
remarkable as men of great gittes, but were ſpecially no- 
tedoftoo great a defire ro be made famous,itf by no other 
meanes, yet at lealt by their troubling and ouerturnin 

of matters: And although his Maieſtic had moſt iuſt cauſe 
of offcnee againſt ſome of them for the great Ouerſighe 


HY 


"in former time, and that vin of them had moſt vrdue- 
* tifally inchar ſame action made breach of ſoine pro nyſes 
made byrhe:nvarequyred, to his Maieſtie himliclfe very 
"few moneths before: Yetſo ſuperabundant was his lenity 
— andpatience towards thei, that afcer the committing of 
the contempt,they were not committed preſently, but (uf. 
— tered toſtay at home at their owne houſes: neither were 
they preſently brought totheir anſwere,but his Majeſtic 
molt patiently in hope of their repentance was pleaſed a 
* Jong timeto ſupercede thz ordinary courle of law againit 
—them, And heerewithall his Maieſtics Pietie doth moſt 
clearly ſhine, that being cuen {ince his infancie a moſt 
—gratiousnurſe-farherof the Religion profeſſed, and prote- 
= Qorof the profeſſors, bur ſpecially of the teachers of the 
— fame. Andnorwithlianding that che contempt committed 
was fo hainous, as by the ordinary comle of Tultice, his 
— —Maicltie mightpreſently haue bene aucnged of thoſe dil. 
—dainers ct his Authority and Royal commandements;yet 
-Tofar was his Maieſtic from any rigorous proceeding 4- 
-— guinſtthem,as by the contrary to the intent torecal them 
— back, who were now fo faraſtray out of tie path-way of 0- 
——bedience, (a molt pittifull,yea a moit abominable thing 
— ina Miniſter)it pleaſed his facred Maieſtie molt gratioutly 
of himſelfe to ſerdowne that formzr Declararion,thar v- 
——ponthe viewthereof, theſe Miniſters m12ht {ee their of- 
| WE conffletheir gailtineſſe and craue pardon, Wher- 
> 1n howſoeuer ſome of them were cuer al! their life, and 
likewiſe ac this time foramimage that they could notbe re- 
—— called by any lure; yet were (1c or ſeuen of trhatnumber 
= ofninetcne which firſt conueened,{o moued and ronched 
— ——withrthar open diſcouery made by tharDeclararor oftheic 
Fr ouerlight, as in all humility before che Lords of his M I- 

— 4cſties Counſel! then preſent R proteſting their great {or- 
= row 
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row for their offence, excufing themſelues vpon their ig 
norance, ane purging themſelues of all wilfuloes tr that 
action, they beloghttheirLordſhips to be mediators at his 
Maieſties hands tot a pardon to them. V\ ho preſently v- 
pon ther huntble-fubanſſhon ( according as his Viaieftie 
had bene pleafed to fignihie his wil & nude to his Coun- | 
ſeli)wer d:\mifled and ſent home to their howule+,ctoattend 
theircharge aud miniſteric ouer their own flocks. So far 
was his Mateſties hart from intending any rigour again(t 
any of that proicition;as by the contrary by his Mateſties 
pieſcnt pardontng of them vpon their ſubmittion, it doth 
maniteſtly appeacc char his Highnes was far more willing 
and ready to embracetheirpenitence with clemency,the 
| they could be capable to deſcrue the ſame;imutaring here 
in the greatKivg the king of a 1 kings, who never delirech 
the death,but the amendement ofthe {1:3ner. And yet it is 
moſt true, that thoſe ſo diſmiſſed vpon their humble fib- 
miſſion and repentance,were men of ao lefle gifts but of 
far greater {1ncernty, kaowen good life and conuerlation, 
and nothing inferior to thoſe others which temaine till 
obſtinate, but in vnquyetnes of ſpirit, hautmes of minde, 
and deſire of breaking the peace of the church, Butbetore- 
aiy furiner be touched of their conventing before anie 
I:dge, or that any relatio be mace how by their pertina- 
cy of maintaining the firſt fauli(being a moſt prefumpru- | 
ous riot )they caine next within the compaſle of no lefle 1 
offence thenTreaſfon:lr is not vumete thatthe very point F 
0itheu firſt crime, for which they were brought in gielli- 
on.to anfwerc before vs his Maicſties Countel,wet clear- 
ly ſet downe, as wellto refute thoſe vaine ſubterfuges of 
excules and pretexts they make tortheir obſtinacie,as to 
remooue from the godlie, religious, and well difpoſed 
Subicts, al! ſcruple of anic fuch matter whereof thoſe 
: = Ana 


Miniſters and their fauorires by lying rumours would 
— fowerheficlds amongſt the {imple ſort, whom they very 
well know,and we often finde to be coo credulous of cue» 
_ ryfalfe report. 
—— Astherefore the keeping ofa generall Aſſembly was 
—  notthe matter in queſtion: So is it of verity,that by this 
accuſation againit theſe difobedient Miniſters, there was 
nothing laid to their charge concerning the lawfulneſle 
— orvnlawtulneſſe of a generall Aſſembly, nor yec of the 
—powerand limits thereof; bur that they had vnlawfully 
made apriuy Conuenticle,nor onely directly repugnaar, 
—— andagainſt his Maieſtic and Counſels charges and dire- 
Eton, buteuen as well againſt the continuall cuſtome and 
— practiſe ofthe Church,as their preſent conſent which was 
_—  wellwitneſflſedby zllrthe Presbyreries,abltaining from di- 
_— reCtingany commiſhoners thither,ſauing that {mal aum- 
-———— berof Presbyteries alreadyrecited, whereof they were 
-— © the Commilſioners, for they nor onely diſobeyed his Ma- 
—  1eſties Authoritie , who had diſcharged that time and 
— place of mecring,butcuen the will and dirrection of their 
-—— owne Church, whoſe difaſſenting to their proceeding, 
= wasnotonely manifeſted by the Commiſſioners of the 
——  geaerall Aſſemblies Letrer, certifying ailthe Presbyteries 
-— _oefthedeſerting ofthe ſaid Aſſembly,bur alſo the Church 
— Cdidbytheirnotſending of Commiſſioners co that dyct, 
— —cleerlydemonſtratetheir obedient acknowiedgment, and 
— acquieſcivg to his Maicſties wil! in that behalte,of whoſe 
power and lawfull Authority in appointing or continu- 
- ingthe tymes and places of meeting of Ailemblies they 
= neverdoubred, being fo often praiſed, (as 1s alreadyre- 
= hearſed)in his Matelties owne Perſon, and declared to be 
this precogatineby that ſme Act of Parliament by which 
= theyare warrantedto keepe rhe ſaid Aﬀſemblies, Andif 


thoſe 
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thoſe Miniſters who ſtand fo obſtinate in defence of the 
aſſembly, E hich they muſt confeſſe hath onelie warranc 
from that Statute in 92. ) would confider howefarrethe 
Prince may diſpoſe of the meetings of the Parliamear it 
ſelſe, as cither to prolong, haſten, or deſert the mecting 
thereof,and being conuened may diſmiſle the ſame with- 
ourdoing anything at al therein; What foolilh preroga- 
tive and ſuperminence is this (ſeeing they muſt needs ac- 
knowledg themſelues ſubalterae)which cthey woldclaime 
abouc the moſt ſupreme, high and honourable mecting 
ofthe whole Kingdomezexcepr it be as{o many Popes in 
their owne conceit, they would exempr themſelves alto- 
gether from al Secular power. Ando theparticular cauſe 
where-vpon theſe Miniſters were conuented before vs, 
wasnothing elſe, but that they moſt ſeditiouſly,contemp- 
ruouſly, and in plaine difdaine of his Maieſties Princely 
commandements and auctority Royal,did conuene them- 
ſeluesin a priuic conuenticle,which they (wronging not 
onely his Maieſtie but the Church, as is already declared) 
proudly ,ſeditioufly,and moſt falfly termed and mainteine 
ro bea generall Aſſembly, notwithſtanding of his High- 
neſſe pleaſure and will fignifiedto them and their Presby- 
rcries by-Miſſives fromthe Commuſſioners ofthe general 
Aſſembly, that the mecting appointed at Aberdene ſhould 
deſert: And notwithſtanding ofthe prohibition by pub» 
lique Proclamation at the Market Croſle of Aberdene, 
and of our Letter ſent vntothern by the ſaid Sir Alexander 
Strayton, 

And how vanlawfull and vnduetifull their pretended 
excules are. being grounded,as they alledge.vpon the fear 
which they conceiued of the ſuppreſſing of cheir Afſem- 
blies, and ouerthrow of their Diſcipline by the deſercing 


of that Aſſembly oace appointed, let the world judge; 
K {ance 


. . OR” ad , pF "Er a v - "IPA NIC IN i - OR +> a h, ” Ss 4 Ca A cles nt, REY, A, «ha PL ? &; We 
w_ III I ET ae ge” Wt n=" O27 by EY EN VIE TO "ERS, 79 Et Ms”. : B =O EINE ITO ng s- Bat oohack NT ; 
FM , EO ef. ere REES as a Ee RES I > = 0 . : 6,2 ; 
ooo ue BR En EDO RS 5 Sn dna) AN py , 
OS ot EPS . : 
SR BET REES OE BT? SR ! 
Foe bs ae E443 *: i L oy . 
_ r= IS > & | : 4s » 
5 7 cr EI GREED Lad 
I 


 fince notonely his Maicſtieszeale and carefor the main- 

4 ce of the Religion is well knowen to all men. but c- 
ver in ſpeciall his great loueto this people, innotinten- 
ding to lay vpon them any new formes or ceremonies, is 
— well manifeſted of late, by that Proclamation whichhis 
> Maceltic hath cavſed to be publithed for clearing of all 
ſuch doubts out of his peoples hart: The tenour whereof 


f 


X p | followeth. 
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Hereas we haue cuer linceit pleaſed God toeſtabliſhe 
” is vs in the Imperiall Crowne of crea; Britamme, equallic 
regarded the goodot both the late Kingdomes of Scorlays and 
_  Englans, now happily ynited in our Royall Pez {onin one Mo- 
= narchne, ever minding to maintaine and continue the good and 
” Jovable cuſtomes and Lawes, whereby cach of them hath bene 
 thele many ages fo worthily gouerned: Neuertheletic ſome ma- 
— —htious ſpuits, enemies to that common tranquiliitie fo much 
— *defired by vs ( forgetting the many prootes both publique and 
| - Private, which we haue giuen of that our gratious aftection to 
that our native and auncient Countrey of Nortb-Britarne, of 
the frecdome, libertic and prwuiledges, whereot we haue at all 
— — occaſions taken fo ipeciall a patrociny, asthefſolemne Aflem- 
> —blies of the Eſtates of Sor! -B-iraime, and Commiſftoners trom 
— theEſlatesof both Kingdomes have beene cye-witneſles) haue 
not bene alhamecd to labour to peruert the mynces of our beſt 
— attke&ted Subjects, T hat whercas the infolent and fa&tious ca« 
__ Tmlageoffomeot them hath mericcd molt ſeuerc anmaduerſion, 
— they would wfinvate themſclues in the commuſeraticn of the 
multitude, by aſſuming vnto them a glorious profeſſion cf the 
mamrayning of the Prunledges and auttonfcd Diſcipline, n< 
tended by as (as they atftirme) to be vtterly overthrow ne | a 
— ſuddame and vnſcaſonable laying vponthcm at this preſent the 


Ries, Ceremonies, and whole Ecclchiaſlicall order eftabliſ}«d 
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— Aache Church ot this parte of our Kingdome of B/3:.ame, And 


T9 
as wee haue cuer carcfally regarded how conuenient it is to 
maincaine euery Countrey mn thac forme of gouernment which 
is fictelt and can beſt agree with the conſtitution thereof, and 
how dangerous alterations are without good aduyce and ma- 
ture deliberation , and that cuen mm matters oi order of the 
Church, in ſome ſmall lands vader our Dominions, wee haue 
abſ(taincd from (uttering any alteration ; So doubt we noe, but 
our good Subie&ts will ncucr be that credulous contrary to the 
knowencructh , which hath cuer appeared clearly in ajlour 
Actiones, as to beinany doubt, but asinall our proceedings 
vvehaucbcene a Patrone of Religion and Tuſtice ( tvvo inſe. 
parable conſerucrs of all Monarchies,) So hath all our {tudie 
and care cucr becne ro retrinch and retorme all courſes that ca«+ 
ricd any prejudice to thatintegritie VVhercat we haue cuer ay= 
med, andas by ſo many good Lawes ter forth inour 2ouern- 
ment, luitice hath attained to another perfe&tion and ſplen- 
dour , then it had in anye our Predeceitours tymes, and wich 
painctull and vopleafant buſineiſe, we hauc in the Diſcipline 
ot theChurch taken away 1anumerable abuſes and corrvpaons, 


vyvhichit they had not beeneremedied, had brought the pu= 


rittc of Religion in extreeme danger. Yer we hope that none: 
dare bee {o impudent as to attrme that by our Souercigne 
power,orabloluce commaundement we did the ſame (although 
wee cnzoyed our Auctorme as freely as any King or Monarch 
of the World) Bur as the diſeaſe of the Ciuill bodie was ener 
cured by the aduyce of our three Eſtates, So the dete&ts of the 
Chu:ch by the helpe and connſcll! of thofe vvho had greats 
e{t intereſt in them3 So as the preſumption of our by-gone 
Actiones 1a our adminiltration, yvtules vvee vvere preſcnt, 
ehe proote of our ftatherlie care towardes that parte of our 
King:lome fince our reftdence heere,, may be futticient to (e- 
Cuce vs agalalt all ſuch malitious calummariones. And howeuer 
inrule ot Policic we cant but judge it conventenc thattvyo 
Eſtates ſo inſeparablte conjoyned, ſhould be drawento as great 
cunformitie in ali thinges,as the good of both may permig And. 
thacno Monatcheitherin civil or Eccleſiaſtical pollicy hath yer 
attained tO that perteRion, that it needs uo cefoumation,or that 
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" jofinite occaſions way not ariſe where-vpon wilc Princes will. 


* foreſee for the benefit of their States, juſt cauſe of alteration; 
'Yetare We and hauc cuer bene reſolucd, not to make any ſud- 

* daineor haſty change in the gouerment of that parte of our 
- Kingdowe.cuher Cuull or Ecclefiaſticall,but with grave aduice 
> andconſent of our Eſtates, and the wiſeſt and beſt fort of them 
> whomit moſt properly concernes, much lcfleto trouble them 
__ withany vnneceſlary alteration of indifferent and Cercmornall 
matters, and that ypon ſuch forefecne advantages and preven- 
— tionof confuſion and euill to come,as the greateſt enenues of all 
> Peace, obedience to Princes, and order 1n all governments 
 ſhallnotobtrude any inconvenient to the contrary. And as by 
Gods holy aſſiſtance, we haue drawen that partof our King- 
= dome out of infinite troubles, factions, and cruell barbarities, & 
= reducedthe vttermoſt borders and coptines thereof to Gods 0- 
= bedicnce, and acknowledging of our Lawes; ( aneſtate neues 

 heardofbefore,fince this Hand hath bene inhabited) So by the 
—— ſamedivine prouidenceand fatherly carc ouer the whole land, 
—  weintendtotranſmitthe ſamcin good order, happy quyetneſle, 
© and flouriſhing policie to that Poſteritie wherewith God hath 
___ bleſledvy, m4 after them tothe worlds end 3 Like as for the 

more verification of our Honourablc intention, and to ſtop the 
mouthes of thoſe vnquyct ſpirites, rayſcrs of that falſe ſcandall 


© holdenat Denver the lift Tueſday of luly, whereat we expe 
© Teparation of thoſe diſorders info farre as belongeth to their 


——cenſure,andto be fred in tyme comming of all ſuch calumnies, 


 Giuen at our Honour of Hampton Court the xxvj. day 
of September 1605. yecres, In the third yeere of our 
Reigne of Great Bruaine, France and Ireland. 


"A Frer the Publication and Imprinting of which Pro- 
—— *>clamation for inditionot anew Aﬀembly, itbeing 
—— ſtillhoped by vs that thoſe Miniſters remaining in Vard, 
 vpontheſight of their owne offences,with repeatancefor 
the ſame, ſhould humbly have beſovght his Maieftie for 
"Row Hg pardon; 
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of alteration, We haue appointed a generall Aſſembly to be 


21 
pardonzyet didtheir obſtinacie ſtill continue, juſtifying al 
their proceedings, as ifthey had committed no crime at 
all. Where-vpon we of his Majeſties Counſel! fearing the 
imputation of vnduetifull and vndiligentſeruants, it by 
this ourprocraftination(vpon vaine hopes) of the triall of 
their offence,we ſhouldleaue it vnder the hazard of euery 
ones cenſure robe judged bythe multitude,according as 
their particular conceits ſhould lead them: It was there- 
fore thought meecte to callthem to their anſwere before 
vs, forthat their moſt ſedirious, proud andcontemprious 
%:{obedience ro his Majeſties commandement and prohi- 
bition. Being called vpon andall preſent, and enquyred 
what defence they would make forthemſclues, cither to 
juſtify or excuſe thattheir intolerableriotand contempr, 
firſtby ſpeach, and then by writthey gaucin the declina- 
ror following, as difclaymin g themſclues altogether from 
any ſubieftion to his Majeſtic, and his Counſell, making 
all their Actions wharſocuer fort (by their owne interpre= 
tation) to be mecre Spirituall,and that their meeting the 
fecond of [uly laſt atthe Bourgh of eAberdere, was ſuch an 
eſſentiall Ecclefiaſticall matter, warranted by Gods word,. 
that therin they did no offence. And ifany they had done, 
the Counſell of any ſecular Prince was no way to judge 
them, bur their owne Aſſembly, A moſt lewd and vaine 

ofition: It being a certaine and infallible Maxime inthe 
aw, that their anſwere could not exceed the limits ofthe 
libell and accuſation: And therefore they being onely ac- 
cuſedat that time for ſuch a private and vnlawfull miſde- 
meanour, their declinator could not but directly deny his 
| Maieſties auctoritie in that particular point, VYhereofwe 
hauc likewiſe ſer downe the tennour, 


=, * $25 "AS; 
5 MER: = Re nd 
Lo ch Ve ean#” 44 . © SWC &< 
at rf " 4 
Poa 


© blic, hath bene,and ſhould be a macter and cautc Spirituall, and 
— alwaics cognolced and judged by the Church. as Iudges com- 
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——petent within this Realme, An (ceing wee are called before 
—yourLordihips to hcare and (cert be tound and declared, That 
-— wehaue very contemptuouthe and fedittwuſlic conucned and 
— allembled our fclucs in a general Allembly ar 4berdene the firit 
— Tuclday of luly laſt, aud chercfoce the ſaid Atſembly, and ap- 

= probation thereot decerned and declared to be valawfull, as at 
- morc length is conteined m the lurmonds executed againſt vs 
—thereaneny We in con{ideration of the premitles, and other rea- 
15 to be giuen by vs, have jult cauſc to decline your Lordihips 
[zement,as no wales competent in the caule aboue ſpeciticd, 
id by chcle preſents we fimpliciter decline the ſame, Seeing 
-arcinoſt willing to ſubmit our (clues to the triall of che ge. 
— —nerall Aflembly oncly Tudge competent. By theſe preſents 
> ſubſcribed with our hands as followeth, At Etrzbowrgh the 2.4. 
day ol October,the yeere ot God 1605. Jerrer, Sie ſweſer bitar, 
"ML. Tobs Forbes, M. lohs Wellbe, M. lobn Munro, Me Androe 
CD ncave, M. + Alexander Seranchane, M. [imes Greig, My il- 
Forbes, M. Robert Yongiton, M. Nathan Inzlis, M.Charles 
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2 Forme, NM. James Irvvin, M. [oba Sharpe, M.Robert Darie,lohs 
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"His Declaration being repelled, and they having v- 
-ſedſome other frinolous defences wich morelofle of 
—timecheavttering of any matter,at la't al; beingrepelled 
© theywere foundco have convened moſt volavEnlly con: 
— traryco his Majeſtics warrant 8:charge given tothe con- 
—— ary, Andbeing returned totheir ſeucraliprifas, vpon 
——adverriſinent gen to his Maicitic of the whole procee- 
dings in that Proceſle before the Cou1e!l, and of chat 
- provdpreſumprion ofthoſe Miniſters in propounding the 
—Bajd Declinator, without any ieſpeRt co that Acte of Pare 
L liainent 
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2s | 3 s. 
liament made in Maij 1584. orany paine which they in 
curred by doing thereof ( which was, That any perſons 
cither Spirituall or Temporall preſuming to declinethe 
Iudgement of his Maielt:e and his Connlell in any mat- 
ter whatſocuer,ſhall 1ncurre the paine of Treaſon) there- 
fore his Maicitie preſently ſent his Royall dire&ion to 
his Counſell,thatthe ordinary courſe of Iuſtice according 
to the Lawes of ihis his Highneſſe Realme, ſhould pro- 
ccede againit thoſe Miniſters, who by the propound- 
ing of that Declinature had made a plaine denyall of 
their ſubicction to his Maieſtie, and of his Royallpower 
and Authotitie ouer them, VVhere-vpon fixe ofthem 
becing then 1n Prifon within the Caſtle of Black-»eſſe, 
were vpoi the tenth of lanuarie laſt brought to his Ma 
ieities Bourgh of Lraluhgevv, and therepreſented vpon 
pavell betore his i1ighnefle Luſtice being the ordinary 
Iudge of ail matrers Criminall, who had joynedto hima 
great number of Noble-men and others of his Maieſties 
Counſell by his Highnefle Commiſſion to affiſt the faid 
Iuſtice in that matter. Andrheir Indite;nent being groun- 
ded vpon thathirit Statute made in Maij 1584. and vpon 
that cheir preſumptuous Fatt in declining the Counſels 
judgement when they were firſt brought to their anſwere, 
they wet then demanded what they could ſay for themſel- 
ves before the matter ſhould pafſeto the tryall of a Turie, 
And notwithſtanding that ſome of their owne brethren, 
vpon earneſt requeſt tothe Counſell hauing obtained Li- 
cence and permiſſion to confer with them andperſwade 
them toan humble ſubmiſſion and penitence; as likewiſe 
that their two priacipall Procurators and Counſellors 
at Law not being able to perſwade them tothis fame 
courſe of humilitie wherein they delt with them earneft- 


lic, did vpon heir obſtinacie dicely r5tile ro pleadefor 
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hem: andlaſtly,notwithſtandingrhat they were publikly 


:zdmoniſhed by the Iudge the very tyme of cheirſtanding 
ar the Barre,tharputting offthar maske of wilfulneſle(rhe 
- onely thing which ſo blinded them from fight of their 0+ 

we follies) they would humbly craue his Maieſties par- 
don, of whoſe great Clemencie, in caſc of their ſubmiſſi. 
on, allthat were preſent had very great hopes, and vitered 
——  greataſſurances: Yerſuch was their malignant and inday 


Tate obſtinacic, as hardcning their harts againſt all theſe 
= —publicke and private perſwattons and admonitions, they 
= wilfully perſiſted in juſtifying theic actions; Hauing (till 
= the affiſtance of ſo many Counſellours at Law as would 
> — ſtay with them: Andrthe onely ching they could alledge 
— for themſclues why they ſhould not goto therryall of an 
Aſie, was, that the ſaid Statute of Mai) 1584, was there- 
— after interpreted and limitted by a particular clauſe of a 
= Statute made in 1592, wherein itis declared that the ſaid 
ts Actmadein 1 584. againſt the declyning of the Counſels 
= judgement, ſhallno way be prejudiciall nor derogat any 
- —thingto the priuiledges which God hath giuen tothe 
= Spiritual office-bearers in the Church,concerning heads 
— of Rcligion,marcers of Herelte, Excommunication,Col- 
— lation or Depriuatiouof Miniſters, or any ſuch like c(- 
— fentialCenſures, ſpecially grounded and hauingthe war- 
—Tantof the word of God, And hetcin they doe alledge 
= that their meetingat that tyme in :-4ber4e=: being an ct- 
——  fentiall cenſure, warranted by Gods Gods word, they 
might lawfully decline che Counſels judgement from 
— takingcognition therein, 
x Where-vato it was anſwered by his Maicſties Aduo- 
cate ofthis his Highneſſe Kingdome, That chat their de- 
—— fencewas to berepelled, becauſe the keeping ot an Al- 
n 


 ſembly atacertainetime andplace, and theappoiaci : 
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the difaſſenting of his Maielties Commilioner, much 
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.._ of another Aſſembly of new, contrarieto his Majeſtics 


= 
a 
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ge, and againſt the will and command of his H 1gh- 
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© _neſſe Counſell of thisKingdomezand norwithltanding of 


leſſe the keepin g of that petty Conuenticle in the Towne 


of Aberdene that ſecond of Luly laſt paſt,is not any head of 


Religian, matter of Hereſfie, Excommunication,or eſſen- 
tiall Ceaſure whatſocuer;and ſo being no way vader that 
limitation, muſt of all neceflitic come vnder the gene- 
ralitic of the former Statute in the 84. and they muſt 
hauc incurred the. paine of Treaſon for declyning the 
Counſels ludgement, being calledto their aufivere vypon 
heir coatempr, Andlikentle in that ſame very clauſe of 
interpretation of the tormer Act, however it is declared 
that the ſaid Statute ſhall no way makederogation to the 
Priuiledge that the Office-bearers .in the Church haue 


giuen them concerning Religion, Hereſte, and other Ec- 


clefiaſticall cenſures . (wherein his Maieftie will be cuer 
far fromthe aſſuming vato himſelfe any Papalland tyran- 
nicall authoritic ouer the exprefle word of God)Yet doth 
notthat clauſe infer ſuch a Priuartiue of his Maicſtics So- 
uereignitie, as may /denude him of that lawfull power 
which Chriſtian Kings haue ouer the Churches that are 
within their dominions, The marter going to the triall of 
an Afﬀiſe, theſe ſixe are found guilty of high Treaſon and 
returned to their ſeuerall Priſons, And rtherctore as here- 
by this proud contempt and diſobedience of this fmall 
handfall of Miniſtrie (to the very great griefe and ſorrow 
ofallthe we! diſpoſedof that profeſſion in this kingdome) 
js clearly and truely fer down (that the ignorance thereof 


| ſhouldnort bethe occafion of miſtaking by any , ofthe 


noſtiuſt and neceſſary caulcs enforcing this hard proce; 
> D ding 


BE” 26 * 

ding apainft therny fo are the 

'peifons ro be left totheir tuſt puniſhment for their de- 
"ſerts, where-vnto they have'moſtcontentiouſlicconſtrai- 
” nedhis Maicity,and in a-maner excorted the ſame againſt 
 hiswill, It 
— Andreverthe'cſle, fincerhere is no contempt whatſo- 
ever, buthath rhe owne fauorers, no folly but by ſome pa- 
— rroniſedandallowed, and that vponvaine curioſitte(not- 
—  withſtandive ot their knowledge tothe contrary) forme 
—  willnorſtick co naimaine Paradoxecs and defend abſurdt- 
ties, which( howfocucr in'matters of frivolous and of ne 
= moment mighr be overſliprand notregarded)yet in fuch 
= matters concerning his MaieſttesRoyall Anthorrtie, and 
— theexculingoriuſtifying of high andproudcuntempres 
—— by any fortor rarike ofperfons, (fo farre ſhould wee of his 
> Highnefle Counſell(inonr duety and alleageance to'our 

= Princeand Soueteigne) befrom any ſort of caretefneſle 
or regl:gence, as hereby we hauethovghr meete to figs 
nine hits Maicſtics (peciallpleafureand will, that he doeth: 
— ftreiphtly command and charge all his Highneſfe Sub- 
ieasof this his Kingdome (of whatfoeuer, rank, place,cal- 
— ling,funRtion or condition they be) that none of them 

preſume to take vpon tlrem;ceither in publique or private, 

to murmure or call in queſtion any forte, this his Maie- 
——  ſtiesp:cropgatiue and Aurhoririe Royall. or the lawfulnes 
— ofthisproceeding agaiaſt the faid Miniſters, ' or any way 

ro makeconſtrutions, - or to miſ-interprete that Ate of 
Parlſtament of the yeere 1584.concerning the declining 
of his Maieſties and his Counfels judgement, otherwi 

— thenthe fame is made cleare and manifeſt by this prefent 
—  deciftonof the luſtice inthe tryall of the'faid Miniſters: 

_ withcertification tothem thatſhallcontrauenethe ſame, 


j 3 * FO, © c ; ; | 
To + G os :, x " | 
- <oci "# —— | 
6h I as nin DA eres I: vulf hrs,” er Y OE I -.. . 


aid vill and cbtinns | 


Y — # 

J { LY 7 2"FY 

2 \ »  - 2d c | OY 
TS. 3s +, 8 

Ia, / & by 


7.07 9 AUG "24 a 


RON 
©. > 
Z +, 2 
+, 85 
+ 6 Eg 


- "I 


nts TH —— "+ ee thts "2 0 ng OE 4 FROG = th IIS TE ROW Yr wt ry "3 > WF 6 4 " i <P. " 20 © Maes - % 
: EEE ECON POOR" VEE NCT TERT T OOOY O  OTrT Ne 3-2 I £447 . 0, Bev i RE RE 2, — pa: - »—- ps" © DB. 7 Rs. 9 ; Wo 
T. 4 ; 6 ” tO Cop Gr £4 «EY Fs Po Sth Ee WEN Er FOES. DS as. LY > | ns 4 EG " : "1, i ne I CE Rn «4 FU. Ns: SIEE. -- Ba A + 
1 WES. 7 REI 5, OE oo TE IE Yon ne LI _ a $6 La. nei EI. x FR HEL  . - -. >, 
"Woes TON” 2 - xb £ wg WS Me Co Bd a) FO... "7% | . : > Io. one ET TL TOES Oe dhetF><0 IS : 
EVoues” + pd LOS ot oth nd NE: Ee a Jos &: . 3; oa T5" ES Ws ; 

Fg ® BITS Kine, i hone Gab +3 Lf + ter” K whe” I's "TIE PR. BY m__ fn - »— 2 $" v3 LE of © "an _— * EF, : 

ES To - Bec FF Tag 9 Sy _—__ 

PBT _ AT # - 


nat they (hall be really puniſhedin the qualitie | 
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Ws offediti- *,., 
_ Ousperfons.and wilfull contemners of his Maicſtiesmoſk © 


juſt and lawfull gouernment, 


Ciuen at Edin burgh the 
day ot 1% ln wthethird yecre of his Maieſtics 


Raigne of Great Britaine,France and lreland, 
1606, 
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